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REPORT.

Office of the Board of Fire Commissioners,

Baltimore, January i, 1908.

To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore.

Gentlemen : The Board of Fire Commissioners have the

honor to submit herewith the Forty-ninth Annual Report of the

Fire Department of the City of Baltimore.

An accurate report of expenditures connected therewith, to-

gether with a record of the work performed during the past

year, is set forth in extenso. The reports and recommendations

contained herein have the hearty approval of the Board.

During the past year needed improvements and valuable addi-

tions have been made to the Department. The aim of the

Board is to have the service equipped with the latest approved

fire-fighting appliances.

The following improvements are contemplated in the De-

partment during the year 1908 :

The installation of a pipe-line system, bounded on the south

by Barre street, north by Franklin street, east by the west side

of Jones' Falls, and on the west by Eutaw street ; the erection of

a pumping station and equipment house for efficient operation

of the same.

Lot and building for engine houses to be located in the

vicinity of

Caroline street and Eastern avenue.

Edmondson avenue and McClelland street.

Russell and West streets.

Light and Montgomery streets.

South and Lombard streets.
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Lot and building for truck house to be located in the vicinity

of

Calvert and Read streets.

Gorsuch avenue, Homestead.

The installation of 150 fire-alarm boxes.

The placing of all wires of the Department under ground, as

far as possible.

The equipping of all engines with rubber tires.

No. 33 Engine Company, Nos. 16 and 17 Truck Companies

and Nos. 1 and 2 Water Tower Companies will be placed in

active service after January 1, 1908.

After January I, 1908 the Department will consist of

S3 Engine Companies.

17 Truck Companies.

1 Fire Boat.

2 Water Tower Companies.

The manual force of the Department consists of 639 active

men, not including substitutes.

Attention is called to the imperative necessity of an additional

fireboat

During the past year the Department has promptly re-

sponded to every call and has proven competent to meet every

emergency
;
yet there were several fires of sufficient magnitude

to have occasioned great loss had they not been handled with

promptness and signal ability. The urgent necessity for addi-

tional apparatus is most apparent.

The adoption of recommendations contained herein, in refer-

ence to organization of new companies and additional apparatus,

necessarily carries with it the expenditures of large sums of

money, and we are of the opinion, nevertheless, that the expen-

ditures would be both judicious and economical.

The personnel is unexcelled, discipline most excellent, appa-

ratus of the highest standard, and at no time in the history of

Baltimore has the service been equaled to that at present being

rendered.



FIRE COMMISSIONERS.

The Board desires to extend to the officers and members of

the Department generally an expression of appreciation of the

efficient service rendered at all times.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward M. Parrish,

President.

GillES J. Shaw,
A. Roszele Cathcart,

Commissioners.
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ESTIMATE FOR 1908.

Salaries $581,630 00

Apparatus $5,660 00

Apparatus repairs 20,000 00

Accident 4,000 00

Feed I 34,000 00

Fuel 1 1,000 00

Furniture i,5oo 00

Harness 1,200 00

Horseshoeing 7,000 00

Hose 2,500 00

Horses 6,500 00

Wharf rent 600 00

Electricity and gas 4,200 00

Insurance 4,000 00

Washing 5.640 00

Sick 7,000 00

Pensioners 17,000 00

Fire alarm telegraph department 10,000 00

Cable for subways 15,000 00

Fire alarm boxes 3,000 00

Office expenses 1,200 00

Miscellaneous 8,000 00

Storeroom 6,000 00

175,000 00

$756,630 00



FIRE COMMISSIONERS.

NEW IMPROVEMENTS, 1908.

No. 33 Engine Company, salaries and equipment $27,025 00

No. 16 Truck Company, salaries and equipment 23,015 00

No. 17 Truck Company, salaries and equipment 23,015 00

The installation of a Pipe Line System, bounded on the

south by Barre street, north by Franklin street, east by

the west side of Jones' Falls and on the west by Eutaw
street ; the erection of a Pumping Station and Equipment

House, for the operation of the same 465,000 00

Lot and Building for Engine Houses to be located in the

vicinity of

—

Caroline street and Eastern avenue 30,000 00

Edmondson avenue and McClelland street 30,000 00

Russell and West streets 30,000 00

Light and Montgomery streets 30,000 00

Lot and Building for Truck Houses to be located in the

vicinity of Calvert and Read streets 35,ooo 00

Lot and Building for Fire Boat Station to be located in the

vicinity of foot of Covington street 35,ooo 00

$728,055 00
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APPROPRIATIONS.

Amount appropriated by the Mayor and City Council out of

the general levy, 1907

:

Department salaries and expenses $655,982 00

No. 30 Engine Company, salaries and equip-

ment 26,125 00

No. 31 Engine Company, salaries and equip-

ment 26,125 00

No. 32 Engine Company, salaries and equip-

ment 20,262 50

No. 13 Truck Company, equipment 6,980 00

No. 15 Truck Company, salaries and equipment 16,377 50

$751352 00

Amount drawn from the City Comptroller, as follows

:

Department salaries and expenses $655,405 19

No. 30 Engine Company, salaries and equip-

ment 16,540 06

No. 31 Engine Company, salaries and equip-

ment 16,606 67

No. 32 Engine Company, salaries and equip-

ment 10,787 80

No. 13 Truck Company, equipment 6,980 00

No. 15 Truck Company, salaries and equipment 15,782 14

722,101 86

$29,750 14

Balance carried forward to 1908 $26,799 00

Balance to surplus of 1907 2,951 14

$29,750 14
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FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Original Appropriation :

Department, expenses $135,100 00

No. 30 Engine Company, equipment.

No. 31 Engine Company, equipment.

No. 32 Engine Company, equipment.

No. 15 Truck Company, equipment. .

Carried forward from 1906

:

Department expenses

No. 13 Truck Company, equipment.

14,400 00

14,400 00

14,400 00

10,640 00

9,827 00

6,980 00

$205,747 00

EXPENDITURES.

Commissioners

Officers

No. 1 Engine Company.
2 "

3

4 "

9

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

$1485
1,046 25

1,804 4 1

2,097 85

I065 04

1,890 45

i,933 12

3,124 01

1,907 08

1439 93

2,630 20

2,148 33

1,856 15

2,005 39

2,353 49

1,472 46

4,642 03

3,251 13

2,000 02

2.336 80

2,231 01

2,094 60

1,729 30

1,716 37

2,737 54

1,713 73

2,065 36

i,779 65
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No. 27 Engine Company $2,004 65

28 " " 1,949 87

29 " 1,701 94
30 " 5,467 00

3i " " 5,46700
32 " " 5,467 00

1 Truck Company 2,120 94
2 " " 2,064 00

3 " " 086 61

4 " 3,87778

5 " 2,651 20

6 " 4,472 59

7 " " 2,288 19

8 " " 1,438 90

9 " 567 12

10 4,907 57

11 " " 2,841 90

12 " " i,499 05

13 " " 7,16871

14 550 03

15 " " 10.640 00

Fire Alarm Telegraph Department 16,787 01

Cable for subway 7,394 00

Fire alarm boxes 1,106 35

Miscellaneous 4,638 64

Office expenses 985 34

Pensioners 12,208 47

Storeroom 6,008 18

Reserve apparatus 2,120 80

178,948 00

Surplus of credit $26,799 00

Balance carried forward to 1908 26,799 °o
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3

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Original Appropriation, expenses $135,100 00

Carried forward from 1906, expenses 9,827 00

EXPENDITURES.

Apparatus $6,870 95

Apparatus repairs 7,509 88

Accidents 2.380 10

Feed 28,078 20

Fuel 1 1,450 48
Furniture 1,476 46

Harness - 1,207 73

Horseshoeing 6.458 13

Hose 6.201 96

Horses 3,589 50

Wharf rent 600 00

Electricity and gas 3, 106 45

Life insurance 2,984 85

Washing 5,192 25

Sick 8,364 50

Pensioners 12,208 47
Fire alarm telegraph department 11.260 20

Cable for subway 7,394 00

Fire alarm boxes i
;
io6 35

Office expenses 942 98

Miscellaneous 11.078 03

Storeroom 5,465 53

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Amount drawn from the City Comptroller.

account of general appropriations $722,101 86

Amount received from sale of old material. . . . 2,462 54

Expenditures account of Department $722,101 86

Amount paid City Comptroller 2,462 54

$144,927 00

144,927 00

$724,564 40

$724,564 40
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IMPROVEMENTS, 1907.

No. 30 Engine Company, Frederick Road, Carroll.

Original Appropriation $26,125 00

Expenditures.

Salaries $1 1,073 06

Equipment 5467 00

16,540 06

Surplus of credit $9,584 ,94

Balance carried forward to 1908 8,933 °o

Balance to surplus, 1907 $651 94

No. 31 Engine Company, York Road, Waverly.

Original Appropriation $26,125 00

Expenditures.

Salaries $n,i39 67

Equipment 5,467 00

16,606 67

Surplus o'f credit $9,5i8 33

Balance carried forward to 1908 8,933 00

Balance to surplus, 1907 $585 33

No. 32 Engine Company, Gay Street, near Baltimore.

Original Appropriation $20,262 50

Expenditures.

Salaries $5,320 80

Equipment 5,467 00

10,787 80

Surplus of credit $9,474 70

Balance carried forward to 1908 8,933 00

Balance to surplus, 1007 $54 T 70



fire: commissioners. I

No. 15 Truck Company, Montford Avenue and Mura Street.

Original Appropriation $16,377 5°

expenditures.

Salaries $5,142 14

Equipment 10,640 00

15,782 14

Balance to surplus, 1907 $595 36
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FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Original Appropriation :

Department, salaries

No. 30 Engine Company, salaries.

No. 31 Engine Company, salaries,

No. 32 Engine Company, salaries,

No. 15 Truck Company, salaries.,

Expenditures.

Commissioner Geo. W. Gail, Jr

Edward M. Parrish

A. Roszell Cathcart

Gilles J. Shaw..:

Secretary and Clerk, P. W. Wilkinson

Assistant Clerk, Walter E. Hill

Acting Asst. Clerk, W. T. Newell

Chief Engineer, George W. Horton

District Engineer, James A. Campbell

August Emrich

Frederick Branan

Fielding H. Lucas

Levin H. Burkhardt. . . .

E. Louis Shipley

Supt. of Machinery, Thomas H. Meushaw. .

Supt. Fire Alarm Telegraph, Jas. B. Yeakle

No. 1 Engine Company
2

>5i 1,055 00

11,725 00

11,725 00

5,862 50

5,737 50

$760 48

1,000 00

1,000 00

239 52

1,800 00

75 00

825 00

3,000 00

1,600 00

1,600 00

1.600 00

1,600 00

1,600 00

1,600 00

1,600 00

2,200 00

11,290 88

11,589 35

n,3i9 58

12,218 88

10,710 95

11,602 27

11,308 32

10,721 45

11,283 49

11,201 73

n,323 73

10,682 33

IT,266 15

10,704 86

22,894 78

12,186 99

$546,105 00
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No. 17 Engine Company $11,606 47
" 18 " " 11,623 92
" 19 " " 11,600 17
" 20 " " 11,611 07
" 21 " " 11,610 57
" 22 " " • 1 1,616 09
" 23 " " 12,480 93
" 24 " " 11,62255
" 25 " " 11,620 14
" 26 " " 1 1,596 10

" 27 " " 11,619 77
" 28 " " 11,621 22

" 29 " " 11,61807
" 30 " " 11 ,073 06

" 31 " " ' 11,13967
" 32 " " 5,320 80
" 1 Truck Company 1 1,001 04
" 2 " " 11,014 49

3 " " u,35i 12

4 " " 11,92484

5 " " n,344 66

6 " " 11,324 97

7 " " 5,972 11

" 8 " " 5,955 00

9 4-547 09
" 10 " " 11,321 30
" 11 " " 11,072 42
" 12 " " 6,346 86

" 13 " " 11,34870
" 14 " " 5,440 12

" 15 " " 5,142 14

Fire Alarm Telegraph Department 14,260 66

543J53 86

Surplus of credit $2,951 14

Balance to surplus, 1907 2,951 14
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RECAPITULATION.

Account.

Fire Department.

Appropriation. Expenditures.

$751,852 00 $722,101 86 $29,750 14

Balance carried forward to 1908 $26,799 00

Balance to surplus, 1907 2.951 14

$29,750 14

REVENUE
Hose
Manure
Horses

Metals

Pole lines

Detail of firemen

Installation of fire alarm boxes

Fire alarm service

Miscellaneous

$135 28

100 00

1,/8 r 00

34 10

13 00

1 20

145 04

94 02

158 00

$2,462 54
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REPORT.

Office of the Chief Engineer,

Baltimore, January I, 1908.

To the Honorable the Board of Fire Commissioners.

Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit herewith the

annual report of the Chief Engineer, it being the Forty-ninth

Annual Report of the paid Fire Department.

FIRES.

During the year 1907 the Department was called upon to

respond to 1,533 alarms.

As compared with 1906, there was an increase of 160 alarms.

The fires for the year are classified as follows : In brick,

stone or iron buildings, 1,272 ; in wooden buildings, 94; in other

than buildings, 107; false alarms, 60; making a total of 1,533.

The loss for 1907 was $823,000 (estimated).

APPARATUS.

The condition of the apparatus in service is all that could be

desired. Extensive improvements and repairs have been made
during the year, and the apparatus is in excellent condition

generally.

HORSES.

There are at present in service with companies and in reserve

251 horses. During the year 41 were purchased and 20 dis-

posed of for various causes. There were 154 cases of sickness

and injury treated at Department hospital.
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FIRE HYDRANTS.

The number of fire hydrants erected during the year was 103,

making a total of 2,760. This number should be materially

increased.

new companies.

No. 30 Engine Company was placed in active service at

respective quarters on Frederick road, Carroll, on July 6.

No. 31 Engine Company was placed in active service on York

road, Waverly, on January 1.

No. 32 Engine Company was placed in active service on Gay
street, near Baltimore, on July 1.

No. 13 Truck Company was placed in active service on Carey

street, near Lombard, December 6.

No. 15 Truck Company will be placed in active service at

respective quarters at Montford avenue and Mura street along

about the first of the coming year, the delay being on account

of the non-completion of respective quarters.

DEATHS.

The past year has been a disastrous one in regard to loss of

life, it being my sad duty to report the death of two members

of the uniformed force, who lost their lives in the performance

of duty, as well as the death of two members who died from

natural causes.



GEORGE E. GILL,

TlLLERMAN,

No. 4 Truck Company.

Appointed May 6, 1891.

Died August 16, 1907.

Killed by the collapse of a section of the

fifth floor of buildings Xos. 305 and 307 West
Baltimore street.

AUGUSTUS GESSWEIN,

Laddermax,

No. 2 Truck Company.

Appointed March 4, 1904.

Died September 13, 1907.

Killed by falling through an elevator shaft of

building No. 406 South Eutaw street.



WILLIAM H. KIRWIN,

Assistant Engixemax,

No. 9 Engine Company.

Appointed January 21, 1900.

Died November 20, 1907.

WILLIAM D. BEYNON,

Assistant Engineman,

No. 32 Engine Company.

Appointed October 1, 1902.

Died December 9, 1907.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

The purchase of an additional fireboat, to be built of steel and

of greater capacity than the one at present in service, to be

equipped with a full complement of officers and men, and organ-

ized as an engine company, located in the vicinity of the foot of

Covington street.

The quarters of the present fireboat (Xo. 16 Engine Com-

pany) rebuilt.

Engine companies installed in the following vicinities

:

Caroline street and Eastern avenue.

Charles and Barnett streets.

North and Fulton avenues.

Cheapside and Lombard street.

Edmondson avenue and McClelland street.

Light and Montgomery streets.

Hanover and Cross streets.

Russell and West streets.

Baltimore and Fremont streets.

Cathedral and Preston streets.

Orleans street and Central avenue.

Hook and ladder company installed in the following vicinity

:

Orleans street and Central avenue.

The purchase of one horseless engine.

The purchase of two first-size fire engines.

The purchase of one water tower.

The installation of flush hydrants, to be placed in the centre

of cross streets, same as at present installed at Boston, Mass.

These hydrants remove the objection to hydrant stocks on nar-

row sidewalks and in the congested district.

The positon of driver of supply wagon to be created, with

salary the same as grade of pipeman or ladderman.

Embodied herein are tables of statistical information relative

to work performed by the Department, roster, causes of fires,

losses, etc., which are respectfully submitted for perusal.
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In conclusion, I desire to extend my most sincere appreciation

of the kind and many courtesies extended me by the Board,

and to the officers and members of the Department generally

my thanks for the faithful, intelligent and efficient manner in

which they have discharged their arduous duties.

The officers and members of the Fire Insurance Salvage

Corps have my appreciation of the assistance rendered.

I also desire to extend to the members of the Police Depart-

ment my thanks for their continued co-operation with this

Department in the discharge of its duties.

Respectfully submitted,

George W. Horton,

Chief Engineer.
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HOOK AND LADDER TRUCKS IN SERVICE.

COMPANY. DESCRIPTION.

i first-size Hayes aerial truck.

1

1 second-size Hayes aerial truck.

1 first-size Hayes aerial truck.

1 combination Holloway truck.

1 second-size Hayes aerial truck.

1

1 combination Holloway truck.

1 first-size Hayes aerial truck.

1 combination Holloway truck.

1 third-size Hayes aerial truck.

HOOK AND LADDER TRUCKS IN RESERVE.

2 first-size Hayes aerial trucks,

r second-size Hayes aerial truck.

2 bank ladder trucks.

CHEMICAL ENGINES IN RESERVE.

1 double 85-gallon Holloway Chemical Engine.
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HOSE.

Companies.

<v .

O <D

.a 8

to

g.a
x £

fa
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s

fa
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a£

3-1
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1 O

FT. FT. FT. FT. FT. FT.

No. i Engine Company 3700 450 250 250 250
" 2 200 3000 20O 50 250 5°
" 3 " 4350 150 150 50O 20O
•'

4
u

" 4200 I50 250 250 250

5 400 3050 550 150 250 150
•' 6 500 400O 30O 250 500 250
" 7 3500 550 200 350 ISO
u

g 200 3900 250
" 9 500 3700 200 300
- 10 2800 150 250

•'ii " " 1000 3750 850 50 250 50
" 12 " "' .... 3IOO 450 250 250 250

" 13 3850 100 50 250 50

" 14 " .... 42O0 50 250
'* 15 5450 300 250 500 250
" 16 I70O 300 50 250 50
" 17 " 34OO 250
" 18 2750 350 250
" 19 " 3850 150 250
" 20 " 3800 50 IOO 250 IOO

" 21 4500 IOO 250
" 22 " " 3950 250

" 23 " 4250 700 IOO 250 50

" 24 " 20OO 50 250 50

" 25 " 3900 250
" 26 3000 250
a

27 " 3000 250
„

2g 300O 250

" 29 " 2950 250

" 30 3000 3O0O 250 250
„

3I
« 3000 3000 200 200

" 32 " 3000 2950 50 300 500 150

5 Hook and Ladder Co 250

"7 " " I900 24 250 24
•'8 " " 750 I500 250

9 250

" 12 " 1500 250

" '4 1400 250
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MANUAL FORCE OF THE DEPARTMENT.

OFFICERS.

Chief Engineer I

District Engineers 6

Superintendent of Machinery I

ENGINE COMPANIES.

No. i Engine Company 1

1

"
2

"
12

"
3

" "
ii

"
4

" "
12

"
5

" "
ii

"
6

" "
12

"
7

" "
ii

"
8

" "
ii

"
9

"
ii

"
io

"
II

" n " "
ii

"
12

" "
II

"
13

" "
ii

"
14

" "
ii

"
15

"
21

"
16

" "
12

"
17

" "
12

"
18

" •

12
"

19
" "

12
" 20 " "

12
"

21
"

12
"

22 " "
12

"
23

"
12

"24 " "
12

"
25

"
12

"
26 " " 12

"
27

" "
12

"
28 " "

12
"

29
"

12
"

30
"

12
"

31
"

12
"

32
"

12

382
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HOOK AND LADDER COMPANIES.

No. I Hook and Ladder Company n
II

12

12

12

12

6

6

5

12

12

7

12

6

12

Probationary firemen

Total active membership of the Department

Disabled members pensioned

148

20

558

36

Total membership 594

SALARIES OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS.
PER

I Chief Engineer

6 District Engineers, each

1 Superintendent of Machinery

42 Captains of engines and hook and ladder companies, each

.

43 Lieutenants of engine and hook and ladder companies,

each

32 Enginemen, each

34 Assistant enginemen, each

2 Pilots on fireboat, each

5 Captains of combination hook and ladder companies, each

20 Tillermen of hook and ladder companies, each

X4 Hostlers of engine and hook and ladder companies, each. .

[86 Pipemen, each

70 Laddermen, each

3 Stokers on fireboat, each

20 Probationary firemen, each '

ANNUM.
$3,000 00

1,600 00

I,600 00

1,200 00

1.075 00

1,150 00

I,OO0 00

1,000 00

950 00

950 00

900 00

900 00

900 00

900 00

600 00

558 Officers and members.
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PENSION ROLL.

NAME. POSITION AT TIME AMOUNT OF AN-

OF RETIREMENT. NUAE PENSION.

W. M. Dunn District Engineer $400 00

J. H. Hayward Captain 400 00

W. G. Miller Captain 400 00

George W. Foxwell Captain 600 00

T. H. Humphreys Engineman 400 00

Michael Lycett Engineman 550 00

Frederick L. Nelson . , Engineman 550 00

John W. Walsh Engineman 575 00

John W. Blake Tillerman 400 00

John J. Purcell Tillerman 450 00

John Wernsing Hostler 400 00

Joseph Lavender Hostler 450 00

Joseph W. Moon Hostler 450 00

Mark Hill Hostler 450 00

Christian Freyer Hostler 450 00

Henry Murphy Hostler 450 00

John W. Potts Hostler 450 00

John F. Peerce Hostler 450 00

Wm. Gordon Callman 400 00

John H. Gildea Callman 400 00

George H. Little Pipeman 400 00

Solomon Uhlfelder Pipeman 400 00

Chas. A. Soistman Pipeman 400 00

G. B. Chapman Pipeman 400 00

Philip Bowen Pipeman 400 00

John J. Flynn Pipeman 400 00

Charles 11. Baker Pipeman 400 00

Albert Oelman Pipeman 400 00

John N. Downs Pipeman 400 00

Wilbur Pearce Pipeman 450 00

J. T. Elliott Ladderman 400 00

R. A I. Brown Ladderman 400 00

William White Ladderman 400 00

Andrew J. McCormick Ladderman 450 00

John F. Mackenzie Ladderman 450 00
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NUMBER OF BOXES TO WHICH COMPANIES ARE
ASSIGNED TO RESPOND.

Companies.

B
Ih

< rt

< *a <
a XJ

on o u
u

<u
(-;

s en H

o. I Engine Company.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

io

ii

12

13

H
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

90 117 106

56 80 40

80 56 62

93 123 98

72 46 33

67 Il8 78

72 113 80

63 105 57

70 62 57

60 54 61

46 38 14

45 13 9

66 45 42

65 37 17

123 132 79

60 6 1

20 12 4

59 41 43

46 42 25

20 16 10

12 6 13

23 11 4

73 S3 112

40 43 18

46 64 49

5i 20 39

53 69 76

54 66 60

12 9 7

21 10 5

22 27 9

72 82 103

313

176

198

314

151

263

265

225

189

175

98

67

153

114

334

67

36

143

113

46

31

38

268

101

159

no
198

180

28

36

58

257
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NUMBER OF BOXES TO WHICH COMPANIES ARE
ASSIGNED TO RESPOND—Continued.

Companies.

fo

•

c:

<f
a

<
*o
e T3
o i-,

15
CO H

139 14

119 39

25 15

III 38

70 41

30 4
10 1

6 3

2

45 12

65 13

35 40

31

No. 1 Hook and Ladder Company 84

170

96

79

83

77

22

23

12

63

45

21

42

II

237

328

136

228

195

in

33

32

14

120

123

21

117

42
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SERVICE OF COMPANIES AT FIRES.

Companies.

i Hook
2

3

4
5

6

7
8

9
10

1

1

12

13

id I kler Co 122

157
206
148
80

87
41

30
22

131

59
11

6

14 1 I

o
X

to

150

3,000

2,700

1 ,250

4-050

2,850

S £

128

226
282
116

III

18

22

19

97
40
15

8
10

o£
Working
Time.

Hrs Min

3o36
5o6i
6,169

2,581

2,405

2,598
308

-75

395
1,697

663
221

154

191

67
156

178
in
80

119

34
24
30
148

103

24
6

50

3
36
25
21

30
28

30
15

20

45

5
20

30
30
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1

NUMBER OF FIRES AND LOSSES EACH YEAR SINCE THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT.

YEAR. NUMBER OF FIRES. LOSSES.

1859 98 $350,000 00

i860 112 310,000 00

l86l 115 6o,000 00

1862 130 83,000 00

1863 I38 120,48233

1864 143 163,52849

1865 163 71,358 90

1866 178 181,115 00

1867 193 293,045 00

1868 145 76,244 75

1869 187 398,259 09

1870 203 432,717 07

I87I 226 475,39100

1872 245 300,000 00

1873 265 892,628 58

1874 384 506,826 15

1875 348 608,351 30

1876 332 563,248 78

1X77 420 438,715 57

1878 371 162,312 78

1879 306 193,65454
1880 343 580,290 09

1881
, 324 454,773 35

1882 358 330,11384

1883 399 561,520 00

1884 388 617,871 79

1885 474 441,74300
1886 430 896,527 12

1887 * . 496 1,162,359 26

602 1,272,478 82

1889 545 477,329 07

1890 594 441,152 65

[89] 676 650,009 73

1892 7ns 839,433 77

1893 829 1,153,129 76

1894 831 542,188 29

1895 816 730.751 n
1896 985 423,062 79

'897 1.1 10 572,497 39



42 REPORT OF THE

NUMBER OF FIRES AND LOSSES EACH YEAR SINCE THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE PAID FIRE

DEPARTMENT—Continued.

YEAR.

1898.

1899.

1900.

1901.

1902.

1903.

1904.

1905.

I9C6.

1907.

NUMBER OF FIRES. LOSSES.

i,375 861,114 77

• 1,309 438083 38

i,458 1,084.471 84

1,498 1,499,119 90

i,S47-

1,522.

1,482.

1,463-

1,373-

i,533-

(Estimated)

. ( Estimated)

681,968 89

670,614 61

70.477.625 31

398,476 92

612,567 75

823,000 00

The total loss by fires in forty-nine years has been. .374,655 69

SUMMARY OF FIRES FOR THE YEAR 1907.

Month.

January .

February
Ma roll .. .

April ....

May
June ....

July
August . .

September
( October .

November
1 )ecember

17- '7i

4-> u

X -= <y

xx c :
rz .S O I

r" Vu to to I pq CO
& o
CO H

II 8l 53 10

II 8.S 49 16

9 8.S 38 U
8 76 38 17

5 71 30 11

10 74 27 7

9 7i 41 10

[8 75 34 8

7 62 21 9
10 73 33 "

1 1 *3 37 11

u 109 44 21

21 945 445
I

1 [3

144
150

^37

131

1 12

108

T22

117

92
•15

131

1/4
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FIRES IX DIFFERENT STYLES OF BUILDINGS, Etc.

Month.

en"

— en c
rt - —

—

r

<
4J 3 X

-4J
— "_

'-

January .

February .

March . .

April ....

.May ....

June
July
August ..

September
October .

November
December

121

131

116

113

92
Qi

94
89
73
90
in
151

-7- 94 107 60

U4
150

137

131

112

108
1 22

117
9-'

"5
131

T74

i,533
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FIRES INVESTIGATED BY MEMBERS OF DEPARTMENT
, AND WHICH WERE EXTINGUISHED BY

POLICE AND CITIZENS.

No.

10

ii

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
29'

30

31

32

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

M

Engine Company.

Hook and Ladder Company.

149
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TABLE SHOWING THE DIFFERENT CAUSES OF FIRES AND
ALARMS DURING 1907.

Alcohol lamp 3

Box pulled for same fire 1

Burning rubbish 29

Building collapsed 1

Burning sulphur 5

Blowing of fuse 1

Burning camphor 1

Collapsed building 1

Candles 17

Cigarettes 3

Coal-oil stoves 15

Clothes line 1

Cave-in 1

Defective flue 44

Disconnected stove pipe 6

Defective electric wiring 2

Electric wire 28

Escaping steam 2

Escaping gas ....'. 2

Explosion fireworks 1

Explosion chemicals 1

False alarm 62

Fire pot 3

Fireworks 2

Gas jet 42

Grease boiling over 18

Gasoline stove 56

Gas stove 15

Gasoline 13

Gasoline lamp 1

Hot ashes 8

Lighted candles 3

Lace curtain 1

Lighted lamp 6

Lightning 6

Matches 91

Oil stove 88

Oil lamp 43

Overheated stove 71

Overheated furnace 14
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TABLE SHOWING THE DIFFERENT CAUSES OF FIRES AND
ALARMS DURING 1907.—Continued.

Open grate 1

Overheated boiler 3

Playing with tire 3

Previous fire 6

Pitch boiling over 1

Sparks 39

Soot 66

Stovepipe 6

Smoking in bed 1

Spontaneous combustion 9

Steam pipe 2

Thawing water pipe 7

Tar boiling over 3

Tinner's pot I

Torch 1

Unusual smoke 4 1

Unknown 63

1

Unnecessary alarm 4

1,533
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FIRES AT WHICH RESCUES WERE MADE.

Thursday, January 24, 1907—Box 152, 10.42 P. M.—Two-
and-a-half-story brick dwelling, No. 109 S. Broadway. Mrs.

Sadie Shaw, aged 38 years, and Virginia Shaw, aged 1 1 years,

were assisted from building by Hostler Wellslager, Ladderman

Fitzberger, Assistant Tillerman R. Creamer, and Ladderman

Burke assisted Mrs. Shelton from second-floor front rooms.

Rescues were made by No. 3 Hook and Ladder Company.

Thursday, February 14, ipo/—Box 865, 8.33 A. M.—Three-

story brick dwelling. Mrs. Lillian Hopson was rescued from

the third-story window by means of a ladder by the following

members of No. 25 Engine Company : Assistant Hostler Daniel

E. Marcks, Pipeman Michael and Lieutenant James P. Lyons,

of No. 11 Hook and Ladder Company.

FIRES WHICH WERE ATTENDED BY LOSS OF LIFE.

Thursday, January 8, 100/—Silent, 10.20 A. M.—Morris

Fletcher, age and residence unknown, was taken out of build-

ing Xo. 229 N. Holliday street; dead body sent to the Morgue.

Building collapsed.

Thursday, January 75, 7907—Box 852, 6.59 A. M.—Mrs.

Fannie Wilson, aged 51 years, was burned so badly that she

died. Xo. 2414 Mount' Vernon avenue. Cause unknown.

Saturday, February 2, 1907—Silent, 1 A. M.—Miss Julia

Ilani'v, aged 24 years, residence No. 520 Dover street, was
burned about the body and arms; was taken to the Maryland

University Hospital. Died Friday, February 22, 1907. Cause,

explosion of gasoline stove.
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Tuesday, February 4, 1907—Silent, 5.30 P. M.—Joseph Jack-

son (colored), aged 3 years, residence No. 505 Biddle alley,

was burned about the body, and died February 22, 1907. Cause,

playing with matches.

Thursday, February 7, 1907—Special, 10.30 A. M.—Edward
Fitch, aged 3 years and 10 months, residence No. 1827 E. Madi-

son street, was burned to death. Cause unknown.

Monday, February 18, 1907—Box 541, 7.23 P. M.—Mrs.

Annie Warren, aged 55 years, residence No. 614 S. Eutaw
street, was burned to death. Cause unknown.

Friday, February 23, 1907—Box 421, 11. 17 A. M.—Sarah,

aged 5 years; Clarence, aged 2 years, and Robert Watkins,

aged 1 year (all colored), residence No. 646 Penn alley, were

fatally burned. Cause unknown.

Saturday, March 16, 1907—Silent, 5 P. M.—Mrs. Annie

Perina, aged 37 years, residence No. 1626 N. Washington

street, was burned to death, caused by her clothing catching

fire from stove in kitchen.

Tuesday , March 19, 1907—Box 213, 9.12 A. M.—Louis

Elenoff, aged 39 years, residence No. 263 N. High street, and

Jacob Baylin, aged 48 years, were killed by the wall falling on

them.

Saturday, April 6, 1907—Box 542, 5. 50 A. M.—Mrs. Sallie

E. Fink, No. 1 123 Warner street, aged 40 years, was fatally

burned. Died 8.50 same day. Cause unknown.

Wednesday, April 24, 1907—Silent, 5.35 P. M.—Mrs. Mag-

gie Neugardner, aged 54 years, residence No. 613 Campbell

street, died 9.50 P. M. at University Hospital. Cause un-

known.
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Thursday, April 25, 1907—Box 472, 2.18 P. M.—Mrs.

O'Connell, aged 82 years, residence No. 1705 Lorman street,

died at the Homeopathic Hospital at 5.15 P. M. Caused by

matches.

Saturday, April 27, 1907—Special, 11.30 A. M.—The pier of

the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, foot of Andrea

street, collapsed, killing Howard L. Ellender, Robert L. Sweet-

man and Antone Wolfel. The missing men are Harry Ward,

Jacob Windelberger, William W. Vaughn, George B. Mont-

gomery and B. Johnson.

Friday, May 17, 1907—Special, 8.30 A. M.—Mary E. St.

Ledger, aged 8 years, was burned about the head and arms

while playing in the fire. She was taken to St. Joseph's Hos-

pital, where she died May 20, 1907.

Saturday, July 1, 1907—Box 714, 1.28 A. M.—Mrs. Minnie

Sheffel, aged 31 years, was burned about the body. She was
taken to the Franklin Square Hospital, where she died same

day.

Thursday, July 18, 1907—Box 836, 3.35 P. M.—Miss Char-

lotte Reilly, aged 13 years, was severely burned about the body.

She was removed to the hospital, where she died July 19.

Wednesday, July 17, 1907—Box 151, 7.46 A. M.—Rosie Sie-

gel, aged 9 years, was severely burned about the body. She

was removed to the Johns Hopkins Hospital, where she died

same day.

Saturday, July 27, 1907—Special, 8.15 P. M.—Harry Flax,

aged 3 years, was seriously burned about the entire body and

was taken to the Johns Hopkins Hospital, where he died July

28, A. M.
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Friday, August 16, iyoj—Box 414, 12.55 P. M.—Tillerman

George E. Gill, No. 4 Hook and Ladder Company, was fatally

injured. Alarm was sounded by order of Chief Engineer to

get help to assist in getting the ruins in building Xos. 307-309

E. Baltimore street, occupied by Grot j an & Lobe Company.

Friday, September /?, 7907—Box 523, 7.36 P. M.—Ladder-

man Augustus Gesswein, of No. 2 Hook and Ladder Company,

was fatally injured while making his way through the building

to relieve it of smoke; fell down the hatchway, from which he

died while being conveyed to Maryland General Hospital.

Thursday, October 24, iQoy—Box 372, 9.32 P. M.—Mrs.

Gueve, aged 70 years, was found on the floor, burned to death.

Saturday, November 16, icjoy—Box 175, 9.51 A. M.—Mrs.

Margaret Wallenburg was burned to death by her clothing

catching.fire while filling coal-oil stove.

Wednesday, November 2j, iqo/—Box 155, 6.18 A. M.—Mrs.

Agnes Jerowske, aged 26 years, was burned about the body,

face, arms and hands, from which she died December 2. Caused

by coal-oil stove exploding.
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REPORT

OF THE

Superintendent of Fire-Alarm Telegraph

1907





REPORT

Baltimore, January I, 1908.

To the Honorable Board of Fire Commissioners.

Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit the Annual Report

of the operation of the Fire-Alarm Telegraph Department for

the year ending December 31. 1907.

The lines and mechanical equipment have been kept in per-

fect order, and the employees have at all times exhibited a

prompt and intelligent appreciation of their responsibilities.

Confidence in the Department is shown in the fact that com-

panies, as a rule, respond on the first round, double blows or

missing strokes of the gong being almost eliminated.

All overhead circuits received careful attention. Defective

cross-arms and insulators were removed, doubtful poles reset,

constant care being given at all times to secure the best possible

results.

Circuits 13 and 27 were transferred from poles in Hargrove

alley to conduits on Charles street, between Twenty-fifth and

Thirty-first streets.

Forty poles were reset, two new poles erected. One of the

latter on account of the work of the Sewerage Commission.

Forty-seven poles and 600 feet of underground conductor

were removed to conform to new lines of curbing established

by Commissioners for Opening Streets.

One new pole erected and three moved to accommodate the

Sewerage Commission at inlets.

Seven and a-half miles of wire used for connecting new
boxes, and six and a-half miles installing quarters of new com-

panies.
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470 cross-arms were substituted for that number of defective

arms in different parts of the city.

Electric motors were installed in quarters of Hook and Lad-

der Companies Xos. I, 5, 6, 10, 11 and 13.

Quarters of Xo. 12 Engine Company were rewired and im-

provements in the lighting equipment of Nos. 9, 15 and 23.

Xew model stall trips to replace the old bell crank device were

placed in quarters of Engine Companies Xos. 12, 14 and 20,

and in new houses of Engine Companies XT
os. 29, 30, 31 and

Hook and Ladder Companies Xos. 1 and 13.

Xo. 26 circuit was divided at Dolphin street and Druid Hill

avenue, placing the most important boxes on a shorter loop,

materially improving the conditions in that locality. Similar

work on several of our heavy circuits is provided for, and will

be taken up in connection with the work of general improve-

ments of the equipment of the Department.

15,920 feet of 2-conductor and 3,845 feet 13-conductor cable

were used as follows

:

170 feet dividing XTo. 26 circuit, 525 feet extension of loop

on Greenmount avenue, 5,000 feet transferring circuits 13 and

27 from poles to conduit on Charles street avenue, 450 feet

to replace a section damaged by laborers changing location of

drain on Conway street, 500 feet for temporary crossing at

Stony Run bridge, 1,415 feet required in alterations necessary

to conform to conditions resulting from the newT dock improve-

ments, 700 feet to renew a section damaged by electrolysis on

Dugan's wharf, 7,300 feet installing ntw boxes. 2,858 feet

installing new engine houses and 800 feet ordinary repairs.

Fire-alarm boxes were installed as follows

:

8921 Chelsea Terrace and Windsor MiH road.

194 Orleans and Luzerne streets.

[722 Chester street and Fairmount avenue.

[723 Ann street and Fairmount ave.

[724 Chester and Lombard streets.

-$2\ Edmondson avenue and Bentalou streets.
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743 Edmondson avenue and Appleton street.

7422 Lafayette avenue and Pulaski street.

758 North avenue and Appleton street.

1825 Fait and Milton avenues.

5622 Hanover and Randall streets.

2125 Monument and Constitution streets.

2822 Ashland and Milton avenues.

1425 Lombard and Lloyd streets.

2622 Central avenue and Eager street.

2722 Chase and McDonogh streets.

899 Belvieu and Granada avenues.

1014 Wise Bros. Factory, 105-115 North Liberty street.

The Fire-Alarm Telegraph Department is fully equipped

with modern apparatus ; the lines are in good order, employees

zealous and show at all times a commendable interest in their

duties. As soon as the Electrical Commission provide the

necessary lateral connections we are prepared to change a large

section of our overhead construction to subways, for which the

main conduits are ready. Your interest in having this work

commenced at an early date will greatly improve the service

over a large territory in the southwestern section of the city.

With my acknowledgments for your continued liberal con-

sideration of the recommendations for the good of the service.,

I am,

Very respectfully,

J. B. Yeakee,

Superintendent Fire-Alarm Telegraph.
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